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T H E Y O U T H ’S C O M P A N I O N .<;o
father stood ; and while the humble, fervent prayer of his |signer who made the bee, which is in some respects, an animat-
daughter was ascending on devotion’s wing to heaven, his ed mathematical machine."
knees began to tremble ; his nerves, which had been gath- “ I see it now."
ering strength for hall u century, could no longer support Isaac did not at first understand the conversation, but by
him ; he also kneeled, and then became prostrate on the thinking it over, and asking Ins futher some questions, he came
floor. God heard their prayer, and directed their lather s to understand. It gave hiui an idea of reasoning—a IIIUM im-
weeping eyes, (which had never shed tears of penitence» • p0rlnjll ijca for t|,e young to gain. J. A.
before) to the Lamb of God, which lukelki away the sin of j
t ie world.
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About A year ago, in one of our public schools in this village,
there was a kind-hearted but ignorant lad, about 111 yeursofage,
by the name of Charles Oakley. Many a child will remember
him, doubtless, with a sad interest He bad attended very reg-
ulurly during the winter, had made tine progress, und became
exceedingly interested in his studies. Hut in an evil hour he
fell into Hie hands of a recruiting officer. One morning he came
to the school, and said to his teacher, that he had come to bid
her “ good bye.” “ Hut where are you going,” said she; “ I
thought you had determined to coiilimiM H I school through the
summer.” “ Well,” said he, “ I hud ; but I have had such u
good offer now, that I must leave my books for the present. 1
have enlisted,8inl am going down to Huston to-morrow to join
the Regiment- They pay all my expenses, and give me seven dol-
lars 0 month, besides the bounty money, mid then when l get to
Huston, 1 shall have nothing to do.” “ Hut you will huve to sail
immediately for Mexico, where you will be likely either to be
killed,or die of the yellow lever.” “Oh, no leur of that; they
sty there is not the least danger that our Regiment will be
wanted, und after a few months we shall be releuaed, with more
money m our pockets than we could earn by hard work.”

r Churles has been released! In a list of about 70 of
England’s dead,” we read the name of this poor vic-

tim. How little did this unsophisticated, simple-hearted youth
drenin, that lie was throwing himself directly into the very jaws
of death ; that less than one short year of service would suffice
to cut him olf from life! Hut this is only one instance, out of
thousands upon thousands of like characters.

BEES.
“ Father, the beet are swarming,” said Groce, running into

the house. “ The bees ure swarming, come quick, or they will

run away.”
“ Kun away,” said his sister Jane, with a smile,

how far they will run ?”
“ Fly away then, if you like that expression better,” said

I883C.
Mr. Harvey rose from the table, for he was at dinner, and

seizing a knife und a tin pail, he rushed into the midst of the
bees, “ dinging," ns it is called, upon the pail at a great rate.
Isaac took the brass warming pan, and followed Ins example.
The hired man took the tin horn and bluwed away, so that alto-
gether, there was noise enough to settle all the bees in the coun-
try. After a long time, the swarm alighted on a small fir tree,
and were soon placed 111 a hive with which they seemed to be
very well pleased.

Tho reader perhaps will wish to know why it is that‘when
bees swarm, they are greeted with a ringing of pails, kettles and
other noises. It is supposed that it obliges them to settle, so
that they can be put in a hive. It is supposed tliut they would
go oft’into the woods, if they were not arrested by the din winch
is made in their ears. 1 am inclined to think that this is a mis-
taken opinion. There are those who refrain from making these
horrid noises, and it is said that their swarms settle sooner thuu
the swarms of those who keep up the old fashion. Sometimes
a swarm goes off without alighting, and so they sometimes do
when all the pans and kettles iu the neighborhood are put in

requisition.
At evening, the hive was removed to the bee house, and when

Isaac arose the next morning, he found them as busily at work
as if they had occupied the hive for years. On drawing near,
he saw a piece of comb lying on the board beneath the lave.
He raised the hive gently, and took it out aud showed it to Ins
father, and asked him where it cauie from.

“ The bees made it,” said his father. “ They were rather in
a hurry I suppose, and did nut fasten it up securely ; very likely
we loosened it by moving the hive, and cuused it to fall down.”

“ Would they have duue anything with it, if 1 had not taken
it away ?*'

“ They would have taken it to pieces and thrown it away.
You have saved them some labor.”

At this moment, Mr. Hurlbul, the teacher of the Academy,
came up, and took the piece of comb in his hnnd.

“ What a curious piece of workmanship!” said he.
“ Very,” said Isaac.
“ Doyou know,” said Mr. Hurlbut, “ that these cells arc con-

structed «1 exact mathematical principles ?”
“ Do bees understand mathematics ?” said Isaac.
“ I can’t say that I think they do; still their work is in ac-

accordance with mathematical principles. Sir Isaac Newton
undertook to determine in what way a number of vessels could
be constructed so as, without leaving any vacant space, they
should have the greatest strength. The result of his mathemat-
ical investigation was, that cells just such as the bee constructs
have the greatest strength and capacity. It was not then known
that the cells of the bee conformed to those principles ; that was
a subsequent discovery.”

“ How do you explain it, sir ? Beessurely do not study math-
ematics.”

“ I suppose they are guided by instinct in their work.”
“ There is one thing connected with this subject,” said Isaac’s

Father, “ which I should like to have explained. When we
look on the works of nature, and see contrivance,—when wc see
manifest marks of design, we infer a designer. This is the way
in which we prove the existence of God from the light of na-
ture.”

“ Certainly.”
“ Well, now there is every mark of design in the honeycomb,

and yet it does not prove the existence of a designing author.
You confess that the bee does not act from design. Now if the
marks of design in the comb of the bee, does not prove a de-
signer, how do the marks of design all around us in nature, prove

| a designer ?”
“Suppose,” said Mr. Hurlbut, “ I should show you some intri-

cate mathematical calculations in figures, and you find that they
are all correct Should you not say that it proved the existence
of a mathematician r"

“ Certainly.”
“Suppose then, t show you that the calculations were the

work of a machine, such a one as was constructed by Mr. Bab-
bage in England ; would that destroy the proof of the existence
of a mathematician ?’*

“ No, I should infer that there was a mathematician who
made the machine.”

“ On the same principle you would infer, that there was a de-
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ROMANTIC AFFAIR. re
A few nights since a romantic affair took place between a

gentleman belonging to the Navy, and a young lady to whom he
had become attached. The latler is the niece of a wealthy
gentleman residing on Brooklyn Heights, and is likely to be his
heir. It appears that the motives of the gentleman, who had
concluded to elope with the young lady, were suspected by her
friends. The time and place were arranged, but the uncle be-
came aware of the plan, and while the lover and his friends were
hovering about the house, they received a polite invilulion from
the uncle to come in the front door, in a struightfurwnrd way.
After this was done, the uncle stilted to his niece, that if she
was determined to marry against his wish, und nt the expense of
the fortune he intended to leave her, she might do so, and the
ceremony could luke place immediately beneath his roof. The
niece and the gentleman at once accepted the offer, and they
were married on the spot. [.V.Y.Tribune.
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SLIGHTED AFFECTIONS.
The Racine ( Wis.) Advocate, notices the death iu that town

of Miss Julia Ann Van Doozer, and remurks tliut the circum-stances attending her death and burial, were such as to create
much excitement, and to call for an account that false rumors
may be contrudicted. A short time since, the deceased became
engaged to a young man in Racine, and was to have been mar-
ried but a few days previous to her death} indeed the wedding
dress was already made. Just before the duy arrived, the young
man left, without giving any reasons for bis departure, and went
East Miss Van Doozer was atouce taken ill, but at first noth-
ing alarming appeared, as although she suffered severely, yet
such suffering hud been common to her after any excitement
ever since she had suffered in childhood from a long and severe
disease. She however went into the country with a married
sister, for the sake of her health, and returned apparently better.
In a day or two, she was again taken worse, and her sufferings
soon terminated in her death, previous to which Bhe had made a
request that she might be buried in her wedding dress.

THE MISSIONARIES FROM AFRICA.
The bark Neheniiah Rich arrived in Boston on the 10th in9t

from Liberia. Tne president of the republic and three of the
missionaries came passengers in her. Two of the missionaries,
Rev. J.S. Bayne and Rev. A. F. Russell, were ordained the
evening after their arrival in this city. They are fine-looking
colored men, and seem to be intelligent, pious nnd good preach-ers. When they were children, the Colonization Society sent
them out to Africa, and there they have been trained up in the
Sabbath School, and taught by the missionaries, till they became
missionaries themselves. In a few weeks they will go back to
Africa, to spend tlieir lives in preaching the Gospel, and in
building up the Christian Church in that dark nnd benighted
country. [•S'.S. Advocate.

A WORD TO YOUNG MEN.
Wishing, and sighing, and imagining, am! dreaming of great-ness, said William Wirt, will never make you great Hut can

a young man command his energies ? Read Foster on Deci-sion of Character. That book will tell you what is in your
power to accomplish. You must gird up your loins and go to
work with all the indomitable energy of ilannibal scaling the
Alps. It is your duty to make the most of your talents, time,
and opportunities. Alfred, King of England, though he perform-ed more business than any of his subjects, found time to study.
Franklin, in the midst of all his labors, found time to dive to the
depths of philosophy, and explore untrodden paths of science.

[<& <S. Advocate.
A WORD FITLY SPOKEN.

One day as Felix Neff was walking in the city of Lausanne,
he su w, at a distance a man whom he took for one of his friends.
He ran up behind him, tapped him on tho shoulder before look-ing in his face, and asked him, “ What is the state of your soul,
my friend ?" The stranger turned ; Neff perceived his error,
apologized, nnd went his wav. About three or four years after-wards, a person came to Neff, and accosted him, saying he was


